NCEE

National Council on Economic Education

Excellencein Economic Education

Funded by The United States Department of Education, Office of Innovation and I mprovement
Advancing K-12 Economic & Financial Education Natidde, Award #:U215B050005-08

2008 Request for Proposals (RFP) Non-Resear ch Programs

BACKGROUND
The United States Department of Education’s Offitthnovation and Improvement has designated the

National Council on Economic Education (NCEE) asdlgency to implement thexcellence in Economic
Education (EEE) Program during 2008-2009. The goal of ttengis to promote economic and financial
literacy among all K-12 students by: increasinglshts’ knowledge of, and achievement in, econoioics
enable them to become more productive and infortiteaéns; strengthening teachers’ understanding of
economics to enable the teachers to increase stodestery of economic principles and the practical
application of those principles; encouraging ecoicaducation research and development; dissemgatin
effective instructional materials; promoting thelieation of best practices and exemplary progrdmasfoster
economic literacy; assisting states in measuriegrttpact of education in economics; and leveragimd
expanding increased private and public supporééonomic education partnerships at the natiorete sind
local levels.

As part of theExcellence in Economic Education federal grant, funding is available for the NCEEatweard
sub-grants on a competitive basis to qualified wigions for project activities that relate to dimve-
mentioned goals.

Applicants are required to show how they will matieh federal grant with aegual amount of funds from
non-federal funding. Matching funds may be in the form of caslin-kind; in-kind payments may include
plant, equipment, and services, and must be fairuated. All funds from this grant must be used t
supplement and not supplant other federal, statklaral government funds expended to supportitietv
appropriate for this grant.

PROGRAMS
The NCEE intends to provide grant funding to orgations that work with K-12 students for the follogy

activities.
Replication of Best Practices (BP)
Distribution of Curriculum and Teaching Materiald[})
School-based Student Activities (SA)
Teacher Training Programs (TT)
The program schedule, description of eligible orgations, and the guidelines for the activitiesdal

SCHEDULE

Schedule for Application Process:

Due date to submit questions regardingdrriday, July 25, 2008
applications
Online Proposal Due Monday, September 15, 2004
Notification of Grant Award/Denial Tuesday, Octol2&; 2008
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Schedule for Funded Projects

Decision / Letter of Agreement Due Friday, Novembér 2008
Completion of Project Thursday, September 10, 2009
Final Report Due Friday, October 2, 2009
Teacher Training Final Report Due: Friday, Aprie®10

ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATIONS
Any state education agency, local education agency, or state or local economic, personal finance, or

entrepreneurial education organization that works with K-12 students may respond to this RFP.

Eligible Grantee Organizations serve K-12 students, and categories include:
a. a state educational agency

a local educational agericy

a state/local organization promoting economic etioica

a state/local organization promoting personal foga@ducation

a state/local organization promoting entrepreneprstiucation

an organization promoting personal finance or @néneeurial education

~0oo0C

The NCEE strongly encourages including an implemgmartner, although it is not required. Eligible
Partner Organizationsinclude:
a. a private sector entity

b. an institution of higher education

c. a state educational agency

d. alocal educational agency

€. an organization promoting economic development

f. an organization promoting educational excellence

g. an organization promoting personal finance or @néneeurial education
QUESTIONS

Questions related to all aspects of the applicgirocess will be accepted between the RFP issaeathal
Friday, July 25, 2008. After this time, a list afegtions and answers will be posted on the apgitatebsite
for your reference. Please submit all questioriéatein Gotchet akgotchet@ncee.net

" Teacher Training Granteeswill have their interim report due October 2, 2009, and their final report evaluating the success of
the project due April 2, 2010.

' Sate Educational Agency means the state board of education or other agemafficer primarily responsible for the
supervision of public elementary and secondary @ishia a state. In the absence of this officergerey, it is an officer or
agency designated by the Governor or state lawafomplete listing of eligible SEAs please gohis site:
http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/Programs/EROD/org_list2category_ID=SEA

* Local Educational Agency means:
a. A public board of education or other public authphegally constituted within a state for eithenadistrative control
of or direction of, or to perform service functidios, public elementary or secondary schools in:
1. Acity, county, township, school district, or othmlitical subdivision of a state; or
2. Such combination of school districts or counti&dtae recognizes as an administrative agencysquiblic
elementary or secondary schools; or
b. Any other public institution or agency that has austrative control and direction of a public elemery or secondary
school.
c. Theterm also includes any other public institutimragency that has administrative control andctive of a
vocational education program.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Replication of Best Practices
Application Guidelines and Project Narrative Form

Applicants wishing to apply for funding under tReplication of Best Practices program will develop a
proposal for a project activity that encouragesrtémication of best practices to promote econcanid
financial literacy. Activities included for considgion may include, but are not limited to, statereomic
education conferences for teachers, development@ordination of local conferences, publication of
journals or newsletters, teacher recognition anardsvprograms, and state, local and/or districewéicher
in-service programs.

The NCEE anticipates awarding approximately 15 tgrah$5,000 to $10,000 each in this funding catggo
Please provide the information requested bel ow for your proposed project activity. Enter your responsesin

the online application facility at http://www.ncee.net/ea/manage. Proposals that do not address these issues
will not be accepted for review.

1. Describe the proposed project activity, includihg heed(s) the proposed activity intends to address
and what the project aims to accomplish; detailtherreplication activity format; the target
audience, how they will be selected, and how maeaticipated to be impacted by the activity;
and how the replication will take place.

2. Explain and provide evidence of how the proposéifcqualifies as a best practice for promoting
economic and financial literacy.

3. Explain the expected outcome and potential impatiis project activity.
4. Provide a proposed timeline for the project agtivit
5. Describe any follow up activities planned for thregosed project activity.

NCEE will review competing applications for finaatassistance against the following criteria:

Project plan (30 points): The applicant identifieservice or programming gap and demonstratesaa fien
for addressing that need. The proposed activaptifles a specific and appropriate audience and
demonstrates a coherent strategy for impactingailnisence. The applicant involves a relevant
implementing partner or partners in carrying oet pinoposed activity.

Evidence of best practice (10 points): The appticemonstrates that the activity is a best pradtice
comparison to potential alternate activities.

Outcome and impact (20 points): The applicant tyadescribes the proposed results expected to be

achieved. Proposed outcomes are measurable, diticars but achievable. The project demonstrates a
broader potential long-term impact beyond the t@d&tervention.
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Timeline (10 points): The applicant has a systewreatid realistic plan for meeting the project outesm
Evidence of follow-up (10 points): The applicantidifies a strategy for implementing follow-up aites
upon completion of the project.

Budget Justification (20 points): The budget issmable, understandable and appropriate to thepeop
project. The applicant demonstrates a capacityeet the match requirements.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Distribution of Curriculum and Teaching Materials
Application Guidelines and Project Narrative Form

Applicants wishing to apply for funding under tBestribution of Curriculum and Teaching M aterials
program will develop a project activity that proggiresources to school districts seeking to ingatpo
economics, personal finance, and/or entreprenquistu the curricula of the schools in those disi

In the final report, grant recipients will be askedrovide email addresses of the recipients ®f th
distributed resources to be contacted for feedbadke program.

NCEE anticipates awarding approximately 15 grah&5¢000 to $10,000 each in this funding category.
Please provide the information requested bel ow for your proposed project activity. Enter your responsesin

the online application facility at http://www.ncee.net/ea/manage. Proposals that do not address these issues
will not be accepted for review.

1. Describe the proposed project activity, includihg heed(s) the proposed activity intends to address
and what the activity aims to accomplish; a listitegcription of the materials to be distributedd(an
confirmation of permission to distribute if the maals are copyrighted); rationale for the selected
materials and how they are to be used; the targhtace; and how many materials are to be
distributed.

2. Explain any related training that teachers willeige associated with the distributed materials.
3. Explain the expected outcome and potential imphtiis project activity.
4. Provide a proposed timeline for the project acgtivit

5. Describe any follow up activities planned for thiegosed project activity.
NCEE will review competing applications for finaatassistance against the following criteria:

Project plan (30 points): The applicant identiffeservice or programming gap and demonstratesaa fien
for addressing that need. The proposed activéptifles a specific and appropriate audience and
demonstrates a coherent strategy for impactingaiiience. The applicant involves a relevant impgleting
partner or partners in carrying out the proposdidiac

Evidence of training (10 points): The applicantgamts a clear plan for training teachers who receiv
materials under this project.

Outcome and impact (20 points): The applicant tledescribes the proposed results expected to be

achieved. Proposed outcomes are measurable, diticars but achievable. The project demonstrates a
broader potential long-term impact beyond the tedétervention.
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Timeline (10 points): The applicant has a systetratid realistic plan for meeting the project outeem
Evidence of follow-up (10 points): The applicantiidifies a strategy for implementing follow-up adtes
upon completion of the project.

Budget Justification (20 points): The budget issmeble, understandable and appropriate to thepeop
project. The applicant demonstrates a capacityeet the match requirements.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
School-based Student Activity

Application Guidelines and Project Narrative Form

Applicants wishing to apply for funding under tBehool-based Student Activity program will develop a
project activity that will create and conduct acakHbased student activity that promotes consumer,
economic, and personal financial education and wages awareness and student academic achievament i
economics. Such activities might include, but arklimited to, participation in business or stocrket
simulations, academic competitions, mentoring, @rmmunity activities.

In the final report, grant recipients will be askedrovide outcomes from the activity such asrigpant
list, rating of the value of the activity, resultem an evaluation conducted by the grantee, orotingr
relevant information.

NCEE anticipates awarding approximately 18 grah&5¢000 to $10,000 each in this funding category.
Please provide the information requested bel ow for your proposed project activity. Enter your responsesin

the online application facility at http://www.ncee.net/ea/manage. Proposals that do not address these issues
will not be accepted for review.

1. Describe the proposed project, including the ngetiésproposed activity intends to address and
what the activity aims to accomplish; details o@ skudent activity and its format; target grade
levels; anticipated number of student attendeegenrditment strategy; how the activity will
promote consumer, economics or personal financeation; and how the activity will promote
awareness of student academic achievement.

2. Explain how you plan to evaluate the effectiversfsgour proposed activity on the participating
students. You are strongly encouraged to poststadents using one of the following testing
instruments, either in part or in total:

« The Basic Economics Test (BET): a nationally norraed standardized test for measuring
the economic understanding of upper elementaryj@mer middle school students (fifth and
sixth grade).

« The Test of Economic Knowledge (TEK): a nationalbrmed and standardized test for
measuring the economic understanding of studemisthe end of middle school and at the
beginning of high school (eighth and ninth grades).

« The Test of Economic Literacy (TEL): a nationallyrmed and standardized test for
measuring the achievement of high school studergsenomics.

« The Test of Understanding of College Economics (E)J@ nationally normed and
standardized test for assessing college studemtigratanding of the principles of
microeconomics or macroeconomics.

« Financial Fitness for Life (FFFL-UE, FFFL-MS, anBFL-HS): standardized tests for
measuring the achievement of elementary, middlajgir school students in courses that
emphasize instruction in personal finance.
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In your explanation of evaluation provide detailaich test—or portion of a test—you will use. If
you choose not to use one of the above tests,ge@/copy of the instrument that will be used as
well as evidence that the instrument will be aatalk and valid measure.

3. Explain the expected outcome and potential impatiis project activity.
4. Provide a proposed timeline for the project acgtivit
5. Describe any follow up activities planned for thegosed project activity.

NCEE will review competing applications for finaatassistance against the following criteria:

Project plan (30 points): The applicant identifeeservice or programming gap and demonstratesaa [ien
for addressing that need. The proposed activaptifles a specific and appropriate audience and
demonstrates a coherent strategy for impactingailence. The applicant involves a relevant impgleting
partner or partners in carrying out the proposdidiac

Evaluation (10 points): The applicant demonstratekear plan for evaluating the activities’ effgetiess on
student learning. The testing tool to be usegEa@priate.

Outcome and impact (20 points): The applicant tyedescribes the proposed results expected to be
achieved. Proposed outcomes are measurable, diticars but achievable. The project demonstrates a
broader potential long-term impact beyond the tedétervention.

Timeline (10 points): The applicant has a systewreatid realistic plan for meeting the project outesm

Evidence of follow-up (10 points): The applicantidifies a strategy for implementing follow-up aites
upon completion of the project.

Budget Justification (20 points): The budget issmeble, understandable and appropriate to thepeop
project. The applicant demonstrates a capacityeet the match requirements.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Teacher Training Program
Application Guidelines and Project Narrative Form

Applicants wishing to apply for funding under fheacher Training Program will design a project activity
that establishes and implements training programkifidergarten through grade 12 teachers usirgit
and innovative approaches to the teaching of ecasomersonal finance, and entrepreneurship. Woggsh
may be in-person teacher training workshops, wedethaelivery of instruction, other forms of teacher
professional development, or some combination gfaiihese. The proposed teacher training program
must:

= [nvolve the training of teachers at one or moreXgtades

= Encourage teachers from disciplines other than@oas and financial literacy to participate in

such a program
= [nclude a plan to assess the impact of teachetirigabn students.

The NCEE anticipates awarding approximately 25 tgranamounts between $10,000 and $25,000 for each
proposal approved for conducting a Teacher TraiRiragram.

Please provide the information requested bel ow for your proposed project activity. Enter your responsesin
the online application facility at http://www.ncee.net/ea/manage. Proposals that do not address these issues
will not be accepted for review.

1. Describe the proposed project activities, inclgdime need(s) the proposed activity intends toesidr
and what it aims to accomplish; details on thentrgj format; proposed date(s)/location; targetigra
levels and content areas; teaching materials tesbd; anticipated number of attendees; teacher
recruitment strategy, including teachers in disogs other than economics and personal finance; and
tentative program agenda.

2. Explain how you plan to evaluate the effectiverafsgour proposed teacher training project. Appiisa
must describe how they will carry out two requiss@luation activities: 1) a pre- and post-content
knowledge test of the teachers who are trained 2xadpost-content knowledge test of students who a
taught by the teachers who are trained. Identify kiou plan to pre-test and post-test teachers and h
you will ensure that a significant sample of thacteers post-test student knowledge. One of the
following instruments should be usgst both teacher and student testing.

« The Basic Economics Test (BET): a nationally norraed standardized test for measuring

the economic understanding of upper elementaryj@mer middle school students (fifth and
sixth grade).

« The Test of Economic Knowledge (TEK): a nationalbrmed and standardized test for
measuring the economic understanding of studemtsthe end of middle school and at the
beginning of high school (eighth and ninth grades).

« The Test of Economic Literacy (TEL): a nationallyrmed and standardized test for
measuring the achievement of high school studergsenomics.
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« The Test of Understanding of College Economics (EJ@ nationally normed and
standardized test for assessing college studemtgratanding of the principles of
microeconomics or macroeconomics.

« Financial Fitness for Life (FFFL-UE, FFFL-MS, anBFL-HS): standardized tests for
measuring the achievement of elementary, middlajgir school students in courses that
emphasize instruction in personal finance.

If an NCEE test in its entirety is not deemed aprapriate measure, the applicant must provide a
rationale for using an alternative instrument, sasla selection of items from an NCEE test (ustng a
least half of the test) or another instrumentyolfi choose not to use an NCEE test, provide a obthe
proposed instrument as well as evidence that gteuiment will be a reliable and valid measure.

3. Explain the expected outcome and potential imphtiis project activity.

4. Provide a proposed timeline for the project activiMote that teacher training projects have arriimte
and final reporting requirement.

5. Describe any follow up activities planned for thiegosed project activity.

NCEE will review competing applications for finaatassistance against the following criteria:

Project plan (30 points): The applicant identiffeservice or programming gap and demonstratesaa fien
for addressing that need. The proposed activaptifles a specific and appropriate audience and
demonstrates a coherent strategy for impactingailience. The applicant involves a relevant impgleting
partner or partners in carrying out the proposdidiac

Evaluation (10 points): The applicant demonstratekear plan for evaluating the project’s effectiess.
The testing tool(s) to be used are appropriate.

Outcome and impact (20 points): The applicant tyedescribes the proposed results expected to be
achieved. Proposed outcomes are measurable, diticars but achievable. The project demonstrates a
broader potential long-term impact beyond the tedétervention.

Timeline (10 points): The applicant has a systetratid realistic plan for meeting the project outeem

Evidence of follow-up (10 points): The applicantidifies a strategy for implementing follow-up adtes
upon completion of the project.

Budget Justification (20 points): The budget issmable, understandable and appropriate to thepeop
project. The applicant demonstrates a capacityeet the match requirements.



APPLICATION PROCESS
Please read the general application guidelinesabelo

= READ THISRFP CAREFULLY. lItincludes detailed information about the Exeptie in Economic Education
sub-grant category you selected to help applicdetisrmine their eligibility and understand the agilon
requirements.
= GATHER INFORMATION FOR THE ONLINE APPLICATION: Youwo not need to complete your online
application in one sitting. Once you have begunathiéne process you will be able to return and metka@nges to
your application(s). For your convenience findst ¢&if the information you will need to submit a quete
application.
U Project Title
4 Please come up with a descriptive title.
U Grant Primary Contact
4 This is the person who will be responsible for ierpenting the project.
U Primary Contact Institution
v This is where official correspondence and otheremiat will be mailed.
U (Optional) Fiscal Agent
v If a different individual/institution/authority iesponsible for payments than is responsible for
completing the project, a separate fiscal agentishize entered.
U Major Project Partner(s)
v The NCEE strongly encourages including an impleimgrgartner, although it is not required.
v A Letter of Collaboration must be submitted as pagtour online application for each partner tisat i
participating in project implementation.
U Itemized Budget

v Matching funds from non-federal sources must equalkceed the funding requested in the grant.

v Line items must be categorized and sources of nmggéhinds should be clearly indicated, including
any match to be raised by a project partner.

4 Funds from this grant must be used to supplemahhahsupplant other federal, state, and local
government funds expended to support activities@pjate for this grant.

v Administrative costs may comprise a maximum of % warded funds.

U Project Narrative
v The criteria for each sub-grant category are iretuieh this document
4 The project narrative must be entered in the ordip@ication facility at

http://www.ncee.net/ea/manade/be considered.

= COMPLETE THE ONLINE APPLICATION byseptember 15, 2008, 9:00 pm Eastern Time.
APPLICATIONSSUBMITTED AFTER THISDATE AND TIME WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

= The NCEE will recruit a team of highly qualifiedalgers in the fields of economics and educationedkas from
the business, banking, and finance communitiesnalect the proposal review to evaluate and makeifign
recommendations for the proposals.

= The NCEE welcomes proposals for multiple projetivities from one organization. However, each prsgm
project must be applied for separatétgch proposed project must have an application comgledine

=  When the proposal review process is completedNBEE will issue a letter of grant approval or réj@e to each
confirmed applicant by October 28, 2008.

GRANT TERMS

=  Projects must begin after the EEE notification d=t®ctober 28, 2008.

= EachBest Practices, Materials Distribution, andStudent Activities grant recipient must conclude the funded project
activity by September 10, 2009.

Appllcants who cannot complete an online appl@athay request a paper version:
In order for a paper version of a proposal to besiered, applicants must mail a letter to the N@kRaining why they are unable to
complete the online application.
The NCEE will then mail a proposal form to orgatizas that have a reasonable explanation.
Only proposals that comply with the form will bensidered, and proposals must be received at theEN§Ehe regular deadline.
The NCEE will input the information from your forimto the official online RFP system for you.
Paper proposals will not be considered for revietivéy do not meet the conditions:
1. Arequest was made in writing to the NCEE, AND amed by the NCEE.
2. The proposal strictly follows the format of therim mailed by the NCEE to your organization
3. The proposal was RECEIVED at the NCEE by the deadBeptember 15, 2008.
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= Best Practices, Materials Distribution, andStudent Activities final reports including survey of completed adias,
and budget expenditure report must be submittetidogrant recipient to the NCEE upon completioeath
funded project but no later th&tctober 2, 2009.

= There is no designated completion dateTeacher Training projects, but all projects must submit an interaport
by October 2, 2009, and a final report with assessment/evaluationlt®@submitted to the NCEE Wypril 2, 2010.

= Recipients offeacher Training Program awards must satisfy requirements to report resiilistudent testing as
outlined in theApplication Guidelines and Project Narrative Form for Teacher Training Program and specified in
their Letter of Agreement with the NCEE. The NCEE will provide the necessayorting forms via email to grant
recipients.

= For approved proposals other than Teacher Traijmiagrams, the NCEE will issuelLa&tter of Agreement to be
signed by the applicant. The NCEE will award atiahigrant of half the total grant amount upon sigsion of the
signedLetter of Agreement. The second half of the grant amount will be awdrdnce the project activity has been
completed and the final report—which includes taeative, financial, and survey reports—has beegived by
the NCEE.

= For approved Teacher Training projects, NCEE wilie d_etter of Agreement to be signed by the applicant.
NCEE will award an initial grant of one-third ofglgrant amount upon submission of the sigoetter of
Agreement. The second third of the grant amount will be aledronce NCEE receives an interim report. The last
third of the grant amount will be awarded oncelkfifinal report and student test results have breeeived by the
NCEE.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION INFORMATION
The NCEE will only review applications from candies who submit their proposals as outlined in R#$.

Incomplete proposals will not be reviewed.

Submit theOnline Application by September 15, 2008, 9:00 pm Eastern Time, athttp://www.ncee.net/ea/manage
APPLICATIONSSUBMITTED AFTER THISDATE AND TIME WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

Proposals must be completed using the online sy@igm//www.ncee.net/ea/manayahd will not be accepted by
mail without prior authorization by the National @wil on Economic Education.

For additional information on the National Courail Economic Education, please visit our website at
http://www.ncee.netFor the latest news and additional informatiortt@Excellence in Economic Education Program
go tohttp://www.ncee.net/eee/

QUESTIONS

Questions related to all aspects of the applicgtimeess will be accepted between the RFP isseeathak Friday, July
25, 2008. After this time, a list of questions amswers will be posted on the application websiteybur reference.
Please submit all questions to Kevin Gotchétgattchet@ncee.net



